
A PLAIN GUIDE FOR STUDENTS,  PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

Applying to study in
Saudi Arabia, step by step

ط للتقديم عبر منصة ادرس في السعودية دليل مبسّ

Many Saudi universities and colleges take applications from students abroad

on one government website. The Saudi Ministry of Education runs it:

studyinsaudi.sa

Get documents Create account Fill in profile Choose programs

Submit Watch your email

Steps 1 to 18 each have their own page. The orange numbers on each picture

match the numbered notes under it. Everything typed or uploaded in the

pictures (names, numbers, dates, file names and photos) is covered with a

plain grey box. Choices picked from the website's own lists, such as Yes or No

and the country, are left showing.

Checked against the website on 1 and 2 October 2026. The website can change. If it

looks different from this guide, follow the website.

ا بالعربية، بالصفحات والصور نفسها )الملف لقرّاء العربية: هذا الدليل متوفر أيضً
.)Study-in-Saudi-Applicant-Guide-Arabic.pdf



WHEN TO APPLY

You can apply only on certain dates

The website takes applications for a few weeks at a time. Get your documents ready

before the dates open. Some papers take weeks to get, and the dates may close before

they arrive.

LATEST  DATES  SEEN

16 Sep to 6 Oct 2026

The website's "Second Semester

Academic Calendar 2026", for

international and resident students.

Checked on 1 and 2 October 2026. For

today's dates, look at the website's home

page.

PAST

19 Apr to 21 May 2026

Islamic University of Madinah, all levels.

Likely next dates (a guess based only on the 2025 and 2026 dates, not official)

GUESS

Mid November to

early December

2026

Master's and PhD at the

Islamic University of

Madinah, if it repeats its

2025 dates (see the note

below).

GUESS

Mid April to late May

2027

Islamic University of

Madinah (in 2026 this

window covered all

levels).

GUESS

Mid September to

early October 2027

Second semester.

No first-semester dates have been published on the website yet. Watch the home page

from early 2027.

Master's and PhD at the Islamic University of Madinah

In April and May 2026 the university took bachelor's, master's and PhD applications on

Study in Saudi. In 2025 it used its own websites instead (16 November to 6 December;

students outside Saudi Arabia used minhatee2.iu.edu.sa). Watch both studyinsaudi.sa and

iu.edu.sa for the next dates.



START EARLY

Get your documents months
before the dates open
The website asks for a "recent" medical report, and no validity period is published for

the police certificate, so a recent one is safest. Get the slow documents first and these

two last. This table is for applicants from Nigeria. Elsewhere, ask the offices in your

country how long each document takes.

Document How long it takes How long it lasts When to get it

National Identity Number

(NIN)

Ask the NIMC office Not published First. The passport application

checks it.

Birth certificate from the

National Population

Commission

Ask the office Not published First. The passport office and

the police ask for it as proof of

age. A sworn declaration of age

is the alternative.

Passport Not published;

apply early

It must still have 6

months left on the day

you enter Saudi Arabia

3 to 6 months before. Renew it

if it would run out during your

studies.

Certificates and transcript,

plus official stamps if your

program asks for them

Stamps: not

published; allow

several weeks

The Islamic University of

Madinah wants a school

certificate from the last 5

years.

3 or more months before.

Two recommendation letters Depends on the

person writing

Not stated; a recent date

is safest

1 to 2 months before.

Hamza Arabic test Results within 3

working days

Not stated by the test's

website

1 to 2 months before.

English test (IELTS or TOEFL),

only if you need one

Depends on test

dates near you

2 years 2 to 4 months before.

Police certificate (Nigeria:

Police Character Certificate,

possap.gov.ng)

5 to 7 working days;

2 to 3 working days

if you pay more

No official limit is

published

2 to 4 weeks before the dates

open.

Medical report Depends on the

clinic

The website asks for a

"recent" one

2 to 4 weeks before the dates

open.

Official stamps on certificates: when?

The website's questions page lists attested (officially stamped) certificates among the requirements to

study in Saudi Arabia. How and when depends on the program. Al Yamamah University wants uploaded

copies stamped by the education ministry, the foreign ministry and the Saudi Embassy (and the Saudi

Cultural Mission where there is one), and asks for the originals when it needs them. For a Nigerian

certificate that probably means the Federal Ministry of Education, then the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

then the Saudi Embassy (our guess: we found no official page that gives this order). The Islamic University

of Madinah asks only for a copy of your original certificate. Saudi Arabia joined the apostille treaty in

2022, so applicants from member countries may be able to use one apostille stamp from their own

government instead; Nigeria is not a member. Read each program's conditions (step 13).



BEFORE YOU START

Document checklist
Save each document as a photo (JPG or PNG) or a PDF file, under 10 MB. The passport

page must be a photo, not a PDF. Your own photo must be under 2 MB.

REQUIRED The website will not let you finish without these

Passport: its number (a required box), and a clear photo of the page with your picture.

It must have 6 months left on the day you enter Saudi Arabia.

Your latest certificate, for example your secondary school certificate, with your grade.

For a master's degree, your bachelor's certificate. For a PhD, your master's.

Police certificate showing no criminal record.

The website calls it "Security Clearance Certificate".

An email address and a mobile number you use every day.

Universities send news by email. The email cannot be changed later.

Your full home address: city, district, street, postal code and P.O. Box.

ALSO  REQUIRED Needed to apply, to study or for the visa

Medical report: a recent, certified report from a doctor saying you have no disease that spreads to

others.

Hamza Arabic test certificate.

The website shows it as optional, and on 2 October 2026 only 59 of the 393 programs shown to our test profile

listed it as required. But the test's own page calls it "a mandatory prerequisite" for Study in Saudi applicants, so

take it.

Transcript (your full list of grades).

You may also need your certificates officially stamped (see "Start early" above). Add an official translation if

they are not in Arabic or English.

Anything the program asks for under "Required Attachments" on its page, for example SAT results or

an earlier degree.

ADD  IF  YOU  HAVE  THEM Some universities require these

Birth certificate and two recommendation letters.

Required by the Islamic University of Madinah (see its section below). The website's full-scholarship page also

lists recommendation letters among the necessary documents.

Personal photo, passport style (4 x 6).

English test results (IELTS, TOEFL or STEP), CV, and any Qur'an memorisation certificate.

A reference person: name, email and phone number of someone who knows you.

Other rules: you must be 16 or older. If you are under 18, a parent or guardian must

agree in writing. You cannot get two scholarships for the same degree.



IF YOU ARE APPLYING TO THE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF MADINAH

The university asks for
more than the website does
The university's own guide says it will not look at an application that is missing

documents. For a bachelor's scholarship it asks for:

Secondary school certificate from the last 5 years (the university can make exceptions) and its

transcript. Science subjects need a science certificate.

Passport and birth certificate.

Police certificate (criminal record clearance).

Medical report: good health, no disease that spreads, no disability.

Two recommendation letters (تزكية) from recognised scholars, institutions or academic bodies in your

country, or people the university approves.

Upload them under "Recommendation Letter" and "Other Attachments".

A recent personal photo.

English test results for engineering, computing and science, which are taught in English.

Not needed only if you studied in English and you also come from a country where English is an official

language, such as Nigeria.

The whole Qur'an by heart, tested out loud, for the Faculty of the Holy Qur'an only.

AGE

17 to 25

For bachelor's scholarships.

WHERE  YOU  LIVE

Outside Saudi Arabia

For the full scholarship.

Also: you may have to pass an entrance test, you cannot change faculty after you are

accepted, and you must not have had another Saudi scholarship. Full rules:

iu.edu.sa/Students/Guide.

Upload everything you have

Add memorisation certificates, certificates for books you have studied, and Arabic or English results.

The university does not say whether these extra papers help. It does say that an application missing a

required document will not be considered.



1

Open the website
Type studyinsaudi.sa yourself. The line at the very top says it is an official Saudi

government website. You can switch between English and العربية at the top of every

page.

Stay safe

Do not open links sent by agents or strangers, and never pay anyone to apply for you.

Start Your Application shows the universities. You can look around without an account.1

To apply you need an account. Press Sign In, then Create Your Account.2



2
Create your account
On the sign-in page, press "Create Your Account".

Your first and last name exactly as in your passport, with the same spelling.1

An email address you open every day. It cannot be changed later. Then your date of birth.2

Your nationality and gender. These cannot be changed later either.3

Make a password and type it again in "Confirm Password". Write it down somewhere safe.4

Press Create Account.5



3
Sign in
Sign in with the email you registered.

Your email address.1

Your password. Forgot it? Press "Forgot your password?" just below and follow the steps on

screen.

2

Press Sign In.3

No account yet? Create Your Account (step 2).4



4

Profile, part 1 of 4: personal details
After you sign in, the website asks you to fill in your profile. You cannot apply until it

shows 100%.

This example account is already complete. Everything typed or uploaded in it is covered.

Fill in every box with a red star: names, date of birth, where you live now, ID type

(Passport), passport number, place of birth, nationality, marital status and disability status.

Copy your names and passport number exactly from your passport.

1

A passport-style photo, 4 × 6 (JPG or PNG, up to 2 MB).2

A clear photo of your passport page (JPG, JPEG or PNG, up to 10 MB; not PDF).3

Press Save & Continue.4



5 Profile, part 2 of 4: address and phone

City, district, street, postal code and P.O. Box all have a red star. "Additional Number" is

optional. If you do not know your postal code or have no P.O. Box, ask your post office

(NIPOST in Nigeria) what to write.

1

Your mobile number. First choose your country code (Nigeria: +234), then type the number

without the first 0.

2

Press Save & Continue. The social media boxes are optional.3



6
Profile, part 3 of 4: work,
reasons, reference and income

Say whether you work, then write one or two sentences on why you want to study in Saudi

Arabia.

1

Have you ever had a Saudi residence number (iqama)?2

A reference (optional): the name, email and mobile number of someone who knows you,

such as a teacher.

3

Your yearly income (optional). Students without income choose "No income".4

Press Save & Continue.5



7
Profile, part 4 of 4: your qualification
Add at least one qualification. The website will not go on without it.

Languages

Under the qualification you can list each language you speak and your level.

Education level (for example High School), the country and the school. "GPA Scale" is the

highest mark possible: 100, 20, 5 or 4. Letter grades, such as WAEC or NECO results, fit

none of these numbers. The list also has "Other"; if you are not sure what to choose, ask

the support team (My Tickets) before you save. Then your own score.

1

Your certificate (PNG, JPEG or PDF, up to 10 MB).2

Press Add Qualification. Repeat for each certificate you have.3



8

Certificates and test results
Further down the same page. The website calls these optional, but programs check

this list (step 15).

Upload your school certificate here too

Put it in the "High School Diploma" row, even though you added it in step 7. On 2 October 2026, 392

of the 393 programs shown to our test profile needed it from this list before they could be chosen.

The list (part of it is shown): school certificate, degrees, and tests such as SAT, ACT, IELTS or TOEFL,

GRE and GMAT.
1

Add on a row opens a small form (second picture).2

The Arabic test, Hamza (next step).3

The file.4

Your grade and the scale, for example "Out of 1600" for the SAT.5

Press the form's Add to save.6



9
The Hamza Arabic test
Press "About the Test" in the Hamza row to open this window.

Take this test

The test's official page (forms.ksaa.gov.sa/en/hamza) calls it "a mandatory prerequisite" for

Study in Saudi applicants. The result is a level, from "Below A1" up to "C1", which you

choose when you upload the certificate in the Hamza row.

Results come within 3 working days.1

It is taken online on a computer: 150 multiple-choice questions in 100 minutes. The test's

registration form adds that your face must stay on camera, your screen is shared, and you

must not open other windows.

2

Register for the Test opens the booking page.3



10
Attachments
At the bottom of part 4.

Security Clearance Certificate: your police certificate. It is the only attachment the

website insists on.

1

Medical report. Upload it now: universities and the visa ask for it. The rows below take

recommendation letters, a CV, test results and anything else, such as a Qur'an

memorisation certificate.

2

Press Save & Continue.3



11 Your profile is complete

The side panel says 100% Complete. If it shows less, go back and fill in what is missing.1

Apply for Programs shows the universities. "Find Your Program" at the top of every page

shows the programs themselves (next step).

2



12
Find a program
Press "Find Your Program" at the top of any page.

Search by subject, university or faculty. Next to it you can choose a city, a university and a

teaching language.

1

The level: Diploma, Associate Diploma, Bachelor, Higher Diploma, Master, Other or PhD.2

Scholarship Type. Press it to see the choices (third picture): Full Scholarship, Paid Study or

Partial Scholarship. Step 14 explains the difference.

3

Show programs based on your profile. When you are signed in this box is ticked, and it

hides programs that do not fit your profile. On 2 October 2026 it showed our test profile (a

high school leaver) 393 of the 1,540 programs. Untick it to see them all.

4



13
Read the program's conditions
Press a program to open its page. Every program has its own rules.

City, teaching language, length of study, student type (programs for applicants from abroad

say International) and whether it is for men, women or both.

1

The conditions. For this King Saud University program they include an SAT score of at least

1010, an age of 17 to 25, a school certificate from the last five years, and, for some

countries, your government's approval to study in Saudi Arabia. The small numbers 1 to 5

in the picture are the website's own.

2



14
What a program costs you
Lower on each program's page.

Most programs are not free

On 2 October 2026 the website listed 1,540 programs: 123 with a full scholarship, 603

with a partial one, and 814 paid. Look at this box on each program's page before you add it.

Full Scholarship: you pay no fees. The crossed-out number is the yearly fee you do not

pay. This example is Chemistry at King Saud University.

1

Its Included Benefits: a monthly stipend, accommodation, medical insurance and travel

tickets. Each program lists its own.

2

Partial Scholarship: a lower fee that you still pay. In this example, at Buraydah Private

Colleges, 25,002 riyals a year instead of 60,000, with "No benefits included".

3

Paid Study: you pay the whole fee, here 50,000 riyals a year at Batterjee Medical College.4



15
Add the program to your preferences
At the bottom of the program page.

Required Attachments: each one must be in your profile (step 8). A tick means it is. If one

is missing, you can add it right here, and it is saved to your profile.

1

Tick the box to confirm you have read the program's terms and requirements.2

Press Add to Preferences. It only works after the tick. You can add up to 25 programs.3



16
Your list of choices
Press your name at the top right, then "My Preferences".

My Preferences: your list of programs (this step).1

My Applications: where you follow your application (step 18).2

My Tickets: ask the support team. The menu also has My Profile, Change Password and

Sign Out.

3

"Preferences List (3/25)": how many programs you have added, out of 25.4

Submit Application sends your list (next step).5

Start Reorder puts your choices in order (next step).6

The bin icon removes a program.7



17 Put your choices in order, then submit

Submitting

Then press Submit Application before the closing date, and confirm. The confirmation

message in the page says your preferences will be sent to the universities and that you can

change them until the deadline, but the official student guide only mentions changing the

list before the final submission. So submit only when your list is the one you want. Check

your passport number first: it can only be changed before your first application is sent.

Gender and nationality can never be changed.

After "Start Reorder" the page says "Drag items to reorder your preferences".1

Drag each program by its handle (the dots), and put the one you want most at number 1.2

Cancel leaves the order as it was.3

Save Order keeps the new order.4



18
Follow your application
Your name at the top right, then "My Applications".

The stages

Application Submission, Educational Institution Review, Initial Admission, Confirm

Acceptance, Completing Administrative Procedures, Final Admission, Visa. An application

can also show Rejected, or Returned to Student, which means it has been sent back to you:

check your email. The website's questions page adds that you can cancel an application

only before the university has acted on it.

Search by application number, or choose the academic year and the stage.1

According to the official student guide, your applications appear here after the time for

adding preferences has ended.

2



AFTER YOU APPLY

Watch your email, then get the visa

Your email is how they reach you

Universities send requests and news to the email you signed up with. The Islamic University of

Madinah says a student who misses its emails may lose the place or the visa. Check your inbox and

spam folder every few days.

Who starts the visa

The visa steps start after you are accepted, and you are told about them by email. For the Islamic

University of Madinah, the visa appears on Study in Saudi after you pay the visa fee through the link in

that email, do the required tests, and give your fingerprints at an embassy, an approved office or the

Saudi Foreign Ministry app. Never pay an agent for this.

The student visa for a degree asks for

A passport with at least 6 months left on the day you enter Saudi Arabia.

The acceptance from the university.

Proof you can pay for study and living, or a financial guarantee.

A medical report showing no disease that spreads.

Medical insurance.

Proof you know the language of study (not needed to study Arabic).

Under 18: written agreement from a parent or guardian.

Source: studyinsaudi.sa/en/VisaOptions, long-term visa.



HELP AND SOURCES

Where to get help

Questions and answers: studyinsaudi.sa/en/Faq

Ask the support team: sign in, press your name at the top right, then My Tickets. You can also use a

ticket to ask for your profile to be deleted.

Official student guide (in Arabic): "Download File" on the website's home page.

Sources checked on 1 and 2 October 2026

1. Study in Saudi home page, dates and student guide: studyinsaudi.sa/en

2. Questions and answers (age, attested certificates, editing, email, passport number, statuses, cancelling,

one scholarship per degree): studyinsaudi.sa/en/Faq

3. Student visa rules, and the documents listed for full scholarships: studyinsaudi.sa/en/VisaOptions

4. Sign-up and sign-in pages: studyinsaudi.sa/en/Auth/Register

5. Profile forms, upload limits, program pages, Preferences and My Applications, seen in a signed-in test

account

6. Certificate stamps at Al Yamamah University: its Accounting program page on studyinsaudi.sa

7. Hamza test, King Salman Global Academy for Arabic Language: forms.ksaa.gov.sa/en/hamza

8. Islamic University of Madinah, undergraduate admission guide for scholarship students (1448 AH):

iu.edu.sa/Students/Guide. Spring 2026 dates: spa.gov.sa/en/N2567547. Master's and PhD dates and

websites, 2025: iu.edu.sa/news-1447525. Visa steps after acceptance: minhatee2.iu.edu.sa

9. Nigeria Police, Police Character Certificate: npf.gov.ng/services/character. Nigeria Immigration,

passports: immigration.gov.ng/passports and immigration.gov.ng/info-center/how-to-apply-for-

standard-passport (NIN check)

10. Apostille countries: hcch.net (Saudi Arabia since 7 December 2022; Nigeria is not a member). English

test validity: ielts.org and ets.org.

This guide is not an official publication of the Ministry of Education. The rules of the

website and of each university always come first.

https://studyinsaudi.sa/en
https://studyinsaudi.sa/en/Faq
https://studyinsaudi.sa/en/VisaOptions
https://studyinsaudi.sa/en/Auth/Register
https://studyinsaudi.sa/en/Programs/Details/c969393e-8168-4431-b320-0fb08152293a
https://forms.ksaa.gov.sa/en/hamza
https://iu.edu.sa/Students/Guide
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2567547
https://iu.edu.sa/news-1447525
https://minhatee2.iu.edu.sa/
https://www.npf.gov.ng/services/character
https://immigration.gov.ng/passports/
https://immigration.gov.ng/info-center/how-to-apply-for-standard-passport/
https://immigration.gov.ng/info-center/how-to-apply-for-standard-passport/
https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=41

